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About the Forum

The Southeast Wisconsin 
Invasive Species Consortium, 
Inc. (SEWISC) and Johnson’s 
Nursery, Inc.™ are pleased to 
present a ground-breaking 
day of educational sessions 
that bring together Green 
Industry Professionals 
(nurseries, landscape architects, 
arborists, contractors) and Land 
Management Professionals 
(restorationists, natural area 
managers, environmental 
educators, conservationists). 

The purpose of the meeting 
is to create personal dialog 
between the two groups that 
have not traditionally shared 
their experiences. The hope is 
that the meeting will initiate 
the development of working 
relationships to create business 
opportunities and help improve 
the state of our ecological 
communities—
Where Ecology Meets Economy!

The all day event will feature 
presentations about ways 
the Green Industry and Land 
Managers can work together for 

 t. A topical panel 
discussion and educational 
tours of Johnson’s Nursery 
are also scheduled.

8:15-8:45am:  Registration
8:45-8:55am:  Welcome
Brian Russart (SEWISC President) & Chad Johnson (Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™ President)

8:55-9:35am:  Where Ecology Meets Economy: The View from a Local 
Nurseryman
Michael Yanny
Michael will discuss his experiences working in the nursery industry and with invasive 

 ts the industry and land managers 
can reap by working together. 

9:35-10:15am:  Specifying Plant Materials with an Ecological Sensitivity
Steve McCarthy
Preserving Regional Landscape Character - Tree selections for public landscapes. Looking 
beyond aesthetic and cultural characteristics. What other factors might be worthy of 
consideration when selecting tree species. 

10:15-10:30am:  Break
10:30-11:10am:  When is No Sex Best: Will Sterile Plant Cultivars Lessen 
the Invasive Threat?
Brent McCown
As increasingly powerful tools to modify the genetics of plants become more commonly 
utilized, greater numbers of highly unique plants will be introduced to address perceived 
needs. As with all technologies, there’s a good and a bad edge to the ecology sword. This 
discussion will give some perspectives on how old and new breeding tools can be used to 
address invasiveness, and whether this approach can be expected to really work.

11:10-11:50am:  Managing Invasive Species & Natural Areas at the Core 
of the Problem - Urban Areas
Brian Russart
Most new invasive species introductions are likely to occur in urban areas. Whether invasives 
are planted or accidentally introduced, the common denominator is  people.  Urban 
infestations in turn can jeopardize a much larger region as people or wildlife travel to and 
utilize non-urban natural areas spreading invasive species in the process.

11:50am-12:40pm:  Lunch
12:40-12:55pm:  Cultivating Awareness: Ornamental Plants Invading 
Natural Areas
A Video Presentation from: The Midwest Invasive Plant Network
This video will clearly express a viewpoint shared by many natural areas managers, detailing 
invasive ornamental plant concerns. It will surely enhance the ensuing panel session by 
providing additional points of discussion.

12:55-2:10pm:  Panel Discussion
Moderator - Dan Wilson Professor Emeritus, UW-Extension
Panel Members - Brian Russart, Michael Yanny, Brent McCown, Steve McCarthy, James 
Reinartz (Director UW-Milwaukee Field Station and Adjunct Professor) & George Radtke 
(Owner of W.E. Radtke, Inc., perennial nursery in Germantown)
Panel Discussion Topics or Questions -  To be submitted inadvance by Attendees on the 
registration form and/or in person directly to the panel during the event.

2:10-3:10pm:  Tours (see next page for tour options)
 c topics of interest.

3:15-3:30pm:  Wrap-up and Evaluation

The Program

About the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, Inc. 
 orts to control invasive plant and animal populations in southeastern Wisconsin have been employed by 

dedicated individuals and organizations for decades, and in 2007 the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, 
Inc. (SEWISC) was formed to integrate invasive plant and animal management resources across jurisdictional boundaries to 

 ective management of invasive species 
throughout Sheboygan, Washington, Ozaukee, Waukesha, Milwaukee, Walworth, Racine, and Kenosha Counties. SEWISC 
provides the opportunity for partners to share and leverage limited resources, raise awareness about invasive species problems, 
and provide a mechanism for collaborative problem-solving on both public and private lands.



Tours

Six unique tours of Johnson’s Nursery production facilities and holding yards will occur from 2:10 - 3:10pm. Attendees may sign up 
for ONE tour on a first come first serve basis. A tour preference section can be found on the registration form. We will do our best 

to fill all requests, however, each tour accomodates a maximum of 25 attendees, so be sure to register early!

TOUR

Seed Harvest, Processing and Planting of Woody Plants
Tour leader: Ben French

Assistant Grower

TOUR

1
TOUR Container Culture: How We Grow Quality Plants in 

Containers at Johnson’s Nursery
Tour leader: Andrew Meyers

Propagation Manager2
B&B Landscape Plants: Their Culture and Handling

Tour leader: Aaron Jambura
Jackson Farm Manager3

Insights into Plant Sales - What Sells & Why
Tour Leader: Jillian Zetting

Horticulturist/Landscape Designer

TOUR

4
Natives and Nativars & the Significance of Ecotype

Tour Leader: Michael Yanny
Senior Horticulturist

TOUR

5
Designing with Native Plants: The Inside Scoop on What’s 

Worked for Me
Tour Leader: Carrie Hennesy

Retail Supervisor

TOUR

6
About Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™
A large Wisconsin nursery that produces trees, shrubs, evergreens, and perennial plants. Most of the stock is grown locally on about 500 acres in 
Menomonee Falls and Jackson. They are a full service provider of landscape plants, products and services, 
with a large staff of landscape designers, horticulturists, and installation crews. Clients include independent 
landscape contractors, garden centers, land managers and municipalities who purchase through the 
wholesale division, and commercial clients and residential homeowners who purchase through our 
landscape and retail departments.



Speaker Bios

Brian Russart - Natural Areas Coordinator for Milwaukee County Parks & SEWISC President

Brian Russart has been the Natural Areas Coordinator for the Milwaukee County Parks and UW-
Extension for the past five years.  He oversees an ecologically diverse 10,000 acre Natural Areas 

Program within the County Park System.

Michael Yanny - Senior Horticulturist Johnson’s Nursery & Owner of JN Plant Selections, LLC & 
SEWISC Board Member

Michael is Senior Horticulturist at Johnson’s Nursery and owner of JN Plant Selections, LLC., a 
landscape plant development and introduction company. He was involved in the development 
of the NR40 Invasive species legislation since its inception, serving on the Woody Plant Species 

Assessment Group. Michael has been the primary person responsible for the development of 
an extensive line of woody native plants of local ecotype available for sale at Johnson’s Nursery.  

Michael has selected over 20 cultivars of plants for landscape use. 

Steve McCarthy - Landscape Architect for MMSD & SEWISC Board Member

Steve has 35 years professional experience in both private and public sector including: Large-scale 
natural resource based public projects, corporate and institutional planning and design, residential 
design, design build, stormwater management and flood control, park design, green roofs, natural 

landscape restoration and management, multi-use public trails & land preservation. Currently, Steve 
serves as a landscape architect for MMSD, Project Manager, Greenseams land acquisition program.

Brent McCown - Professor Emeritus in Plant & Environmental Biology - UW-Madison

Dr. Brent McCown is a renowned researcher who led ground breaking projects in the field of micro 
propagation of woody plants as well as the first demonstrations of genetic engineering of trees. 

Brent has a strong environmental ethic as evidenced by his work as Director of the Center for 
Integrated Agricultural Systems which focuses on research and outreach in low-impact agricultural 

systems including organic, pasture-based farming, sustainable land use, and high value specialty 
crops. Some of his current work involves the development of cultivars of non-invasive, urban 

tolerant woody landscape plants. 

James Reinartz - Director UW-Milwaukee Field Station and Adjunct Professor & SEWISC Treasurer

Jim Reinartz is Director of the University of Wisconsin – Milwaukee Field Station, where he has 
been working for over 30 years.  Jim teaches courses on the vegetation of Wisconsin, wetland 

ecology, vegetation sampling methods, the ecology of plants in winter and several other topics.  
Jim’s primary current area of research is wetland ecology.  He is very active in the preservation and 

management of natural areas and the control of invasive species.

George Radtke - Co-owner of W.E. Radtke, Inc., perennial nursery in Germantown, WI

 George has been working in the nursery business for over 40 years and holds a B.S. Degree in 
Horticulture from the University of Minnesota. While at the U of M he conducted research involving 

the tissue culture of peonies and delphinium. George is a member of the Wisconsin Nursery 
Association, Perennial Plant Association, International Plant Propagator’s Society, and Commercial 

Flower Growers of Wisconsin. Radtke’s Nursery produces over 1300 varieties of Wisconsin hardy 
perennials, grasses, groundcovers, and native plants under the brand name Northern Sunset 

Perennials.  



Register

Where Ecology Meets Economy:
A Forum for Green Industry & Land Management Professionals 

September 26, 2013
8am - 3:30pm
@ Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™

Name:         

Organization:        

Job Title:        

Address:        

City:         State:      Zip:    

Phone:         

E-mail:         

Please make checks payable to: Johnson’s Nursery

Credit card: VISA      Master Card     Am. Express     Discover

__ __ __ __     __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __     __ __ __ __

Expiration Date:  __ __ /__ __

Mail registration to: Johnson’s Nursery
W180 N6275 Marcy Road, Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Registrations accepted on a first-received basis. Payment for 
the forum must be included with registration. The $40.00 fee 
includes morning and afternoon snacks and lunch. Lunch will 
include grilled hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, various salads, 
baked beans, potato chips, and assorted condiments.
       check here for vegetarian option 

Questions?

Please contact Mike Yanny, Senior Horticulturist @
262.252.4988 or mike@johnsonsnursery.com

Questions for the Panel Discussion, please include below:

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                     

Please list the top 3 tours you would like to attend:

                                         

FEE:
$40.00/person

A Special Thanks to these Sponsors
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North

Johnson’s Nursery is located north of Silver Spring 
Drive on Marcy Road. Marcy Road is approximately
1 mile west of Pilgrim Road.

Bur Oak Sponsor

Musclewood Sponsor

Witchhazel Sponsor

Map
Johnson’s Nursery

W180 N6275 Marcy Road
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051


