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About the Forum

The Southeast Wisconsin Invasive 
Species Consortium, Inc. (SEWISC) 
and Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™ are 
pleased to present a ground-breaking 
day of educational sessions that 
bring together Green Industry 
Professionals (nurseries, landscape 
architects, arborists, contractors) and 
Land Management Professionals 
(restorationists, natural area 
managers, environmental educators, 
conservationists).

The purpose of the meeting is to 
create personal dialog between the 
two groups that have not traditionally 
shared their experiences. The hope 
is that the meeting will initiate the 
development of working relationships 
to create business opportunities 
and help improve the state of our 
ecological communities—

Where Ecology Meets Economy!

8:00-8:30am: Registration

8:30-8:40am: Welcome
Jerry Ziegler (SEWISC President) & Chad Johnson (Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™ President)

8:40-9:40am: The Land Ethic: From Wisconsin to the World
Curt Meine, Senior Fellow—Center for Humans and Nature & Aldo Leopold Foundation 
The human connection to the natural world is not an optional feature. Our lives are intricately 
intertwined with Nature, and our very survival depends upon maintaining the integrity of 
functioning ecosystems. Clean air water, and food all depend upon a healthy planet. Our personal 
relationships with the earth start at home, and our landscapes should reflect a reverence for the 
diversity of all life. Native plants provide a wonderful way to invite the natural world into our living 
spaces, for both their benefit and ours.

9:40-10:10am:  Break

10:10-11:00am: Origins of Land Ethic—Where Does It Come From?
Three individuals each share the story of how their personal strong land ethic was developed—
Because of the diverse nature of their professions, it will be interesting to compare and contrast their 
land ethic origins.
Darrel Apps—Professional Horticulturist, Daylily Breeder, Restorationist
Kelly Kearns—Invasive Plant Coordinator, WI DNR. A key person in the development of NR40 
Invasive Species regulation in Wisconsin
Matt Millen—Roofing Contractor, Millen Roofing Co. Leopold award winning restorationist on 680 
acre property near Spring Green, WI.

11:00-11:50:  Perennial Plant Communities “The Know Maintenance Approach”
Roy Diblik, Co-Owner—Northwind Perennial Farm
Roy’s thoughtful way to design perennial plantings welcomes fresh contemporary styles and plant 
diversity integrated with responsible maintenance concerns. By using a selection of regionally 
dependable perennials and native plants, endless natural plant patterns can be constructed, each 
relating to time and cost to maintain. He will discuss the developing partnership between the 
gardener, the plants and nature, always knowing the beauty is in the doing.

11:50am-12:40pm:  Lunch

12:55-2:10pm:  Panel Discussion
Moderator - Kristin Krokowski, Commercial Horticulture Educator—UW-Extension Waukesha County
Panel Members - All 5 Presenters, joined by Christa Wollenzien.
Panel Discussion Topics or Questions -  To be submitted in advance by attendees on the registration 
form and/or in person directly to the panel during the event. Topics may include: Ways to improve 
restoration project success. Plant availability solutions. Can we control or eliminate invasive plant 
species without negatively impacting Nurseries? Are things improving or getting worse from your 
perspective? What do you think can be done to improve the situation? What do you see as the 
biggest advantages to land managers and the Green Industry to work together to fight invasives? 
What are the disadvantages? How do you see Southeastern Wisconsin’s landscape looking 50 years 
from now? What changes do you expect?

2:10-3:10pm:  Tours (see page 3 for tour options)
Educational tours led by Johnson’s Nursery staff and a SEWISC Board Member with specific topics of 
interest.

3:15-3:30pm:  Closing

The Program

About the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, Inc. 
Small-scale efforts to control invasive plant and animal populations in southeastern Wisconsin have been employed by 
dedicated individuals and organizations for decades, and in 2007 the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, 
Inc. (SEWISC) was formed to integrate invasive plant and animal management resources across jurisdictional boundaries to 
benefit the entire region. We are a broad-based coalition that promotes efficient and effective management of invasive species 
throughout Sheboygan, Washington, Ozaukee, Waukesha, Milwaukee, Walworth, Racine, and Kenosha Counties. SEWISC 
provides the opportunity for partners to share and leverage limited resources, raise awareness about invasive species problems, 
and provide a mechanism for collaborative problem-solving on both public and private lands.

Coffee Sponsored by:



Speaker Bios

Roy Diblik - Co-Owner, Northwind Perennial Farm
Roy is co-owner of Northwind Perennial Farm located in Burlington, Wisconsin. He has been growing 

traditional and native perennials since 1978. His garden designs emphasize plant relationships to 
maintenance strategies and costs. Roy’s recent work includes the Louis Sullivan Arch Garden for the 

Modern Wing at the Art Institute of Chicago and the lakeside plantings for the new Oceanarium 
at the Shedd Aquarium. His new book ‘The Know Maintenance Perennial Garden’ highlights his 

perennial gardening practice.

Christa Wollenzien - State Transportation Landscape Architect,
WisDOT Bureau of Highway Maintenance

Christa has a Masters of Landscape Architecture from the University of Minnesota. At WisDOT she 
works closely with the department’s roadside maintenance policies. Her previous professional career 

includes working in both consulting and private arenas that has included large scale planning, 
small site design, environmental coordination and wetland delineation. Professional certifications 

include; Professional Landscape Architect and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design 
(LEED) Accredited Professional. Christa is currently the Treasurer of the Wisconsin Chapter of 

American Society of Landscape Architects (WIASLA) and President of the Invasive Plants Association 
of Wisconsin (IPAW). She has been involved with WIASLA for the past ten years in various positions, 
including president. Christa is also a co-chair of the Women in Landscape Architecture (WILA) PPN.

Curt Meine - Senior Fellow
Center for Humans and Nature & Aldo Leopold Foundation

Curt is a conservation biologist and writer. He serves as a Research Associate with the International 
Crane Foundation; and as Adjunct Associate Professor at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He 

has authored and edited several books, including the biography Aldo Leopold: His Life and Work 
and Correction Lines: Essays on Land, Leopold, and Conservation (2004). He has recently edited for 

the Library of America the definitive collection of Leopold’s writings, Aldo Leopold: A Sand County 
Almanac and Other Essays on Ecology and Conservation (2013). He also serves as the on-screen 

guide in the Emmy Award-winning documentary film Green Fire:  Aldo Leopold and a Land Ethic for 
Our Time (2011). He has worked with a wide variety of conservation organizations across the U.S. 

and internationally. He is active in his local landscape as a founder and member of the Sauk Prairie 
Conservation Alliance in Sauk County, Wisconsin.

Darrel Apps - Daylily Breeder
Darrel is a career horticulturist. He holds three degrees from the University of Wisconsin and has 

worked at the University of Kentucky, The Pennsylvania State University and Longwood Gardens. 
Later in his career he started his own specialty daylily nursery (Woodside Nursery) which was sold 
in 2007. He is the breeder of several popular re-bloom daylilies: ‘Pardon Me’, ‘Happy Returns’, ‘Rosie 

Returns’, ‘Apricot Sparkles’, and ‘Dynamite Returns’. He continues to breed re-bloom daylilies in 
retirement.

Matt Millen - Roofing Contractor, Millen Roofing Co.
Matt is a roofing contractor based in Milwaukee.  The focus of Millen Roofing Co. is steep roof 

restoration work, especially slate and tile roofs.  The business was started by this grandfather and 
great grandfather.  When young he spent summers at a cottage on Pewaukee Lake and in the 

fields and wetlands along the lake’s north shore. For the past 30 years he has owned land along the 
Wisconsin River 20 miles west of Madison and has been working on restoring native prairie remnants 
and old fields to prairie and savanna.  Current projects include an attack on knapweed in a DNR sand 

prairie that adjoins his land and is part of a US Fish and Wildlife grassland bird habitat project. He is 
also doing some swamp white oak regeneration work in his bottomland. Matt is the author of Slate 

Roofs, Design and Installation Manual and other technical steep roof articles, and received a Leopold 
Restoration Award from the Friends of the University of Wisconsin Arboretum.

Kelly Kearns - Natural Heritage Conservation, WDNR
Kelly has a B.S. in Horticulture and Landscape Design from Purdue University and a M.S. in 

Restoration Ecology from the UW-Madison. Her primary responsibility is for the coordination of the 
terrestrial invasive plant work for the Wisconsin DNR’s Natural Heritage Conservation program. This 
includes education and outreach, policy and rule revisions, working with partners and researchers, 

early detection and sharing control information. She has worked with a team since 2004 to develop 
and implement the comprehensive invasive species rule, NR 40.



Tours

Five unique tours or demonstrations by SEWISC and Johnson’s Nursery staff will occur from 2:10 - 3:10pm. Attendees may sign up 
for ONE tour on a first come, first serve basis. A tour preference section can be found on the registration form. We will do our best 

to fill all requests, however, each tour accomodates a maximum of 25 attendees, so be sure to register early!

Seed harvest, processing and planting of woody plants: A 
demonstration and tour showing some of the techniques 

used in seedling production at Johnson’s Nursery
Tour leader: Ben French, Propagator

Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.
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Invasive Plant Control Techniques Demonstration
Tour leader: Jim Reinartz

UWM Field Station and SEWISC Board Member 2
Plant Digging Demonstration: Balled in Burlap Plants

How It’s Done and Why
Tour leader: Chad Johnson

Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.3
4

Selecting Plant Material for a Landscape Job:
What Questions to Ask and How to Determine if You’re 

Getting Quality Plants
Tour Leader: Michael Yanny, Senior Horticulturist

J.N. Plant Selections, Johnson’s Nursery, Inc., and SEWISC Board Member

5
Bring on the Butterflies:

Attracting Native Butterflies to Your Landscape
Tour Leader: Carrie Hennesy

Horticulturist, Landscape Designer
Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.

About Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™
A large Wisconsin tree nursery that produces trees, shrubs, evergreens, and perennial plants, serving the 
entire metro-Milwaukee area and all of southeastern Wisconsin. We grow our stock locally on more than 
500 acres in Menomonee Falls and Jackson and offer it for sale from our holding yards in Menomonee Falls, 
Jackson and Cedarburg, WI. Johnson’s Nursery is a full service provider of landscape plants and products, 
with a large staff of designers, horticulturists, and installation crews. Our clients include municipalities, 
landscape contractors, independent garden centers and private homeowners.

Nature’s Best to You.®
Since 1959.
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Where Ecology Meets Economy: Season 3
A Forum for Green Industry & Land Management Professionals 

September 9, 2015
8:00am - 3:30pm

@ Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™
Map & directions at

www.johnsonsnursery.com

Electronic Option
We encourage you to register electronically.
Anyone with a discount code must register electronically.

Mail Option - payment must be included with registration.

Name: 

Organization:

Job Title: 

Address: 

City: ______   State: _____   Zip: _______

Phone: 

E-mail:

Please make checks payable to Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.
Credit card:       VISA       Master Card       Am. Express       Discover

Card Number: ___________________________________________

Expiration Date: ____________   CVV: _______ (3 digit code)

Would you like a copy of your receipt?       Yes      No

Food: The fee includes morning and afternoon snacks and lunch. 
Lunch will include grilled hamburgers, brats, hot dogs, various 
salads, baked beans, potato chips, and assorted condiments.
       Vegetarian option        Gluten-free option

Panel: Submit your question below.

Tours: List 3 tours you would like to attend: _____   _____   _____
CEUs: Do you plan on reporting CEUs from this event?       Yes      No

If you have any questions, please contact Mike Yanny at 
262.252.4980 or mike@johnsonsnursery.com

The event will be held in an unheated warehouse building. Please dress appropriately.

Registration

FEE:
$45.00/person

until Friday, September 4

$55.00/person
Late Registration September 5-7

& On-site registration 

A Special Thanks to these Sponsors
Bur Oak Sponsors

Musclewood Sponsors

Witchhazel Sponsors

Mail Registrations
Johnson’s Nursery
Attn: Where Ecology Meets Economy

W180 N6275 Marcy Road
Menomonee Falls, WI 53051

Email Registrations
Save completed PDF to your desktop.

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=jqa5g8n6&oeidk=a07eazdrcoy8b064313
mailto:melanie@johnsonsnursery.com
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