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About the Forum

The Southeast Wisconsin Invasive 
Species Consortium, Inc. (SEWISC) 
and Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™ are 
pleased to present a ground-breaking 
day of educational sessions that 
bring together Green Industry 
Professionals (nurseries, landscape 
architects, arborists, contractors) and 
Land Management Professionals 
(restorationists, natural area 
managers, environmental educators, 
conservationists).

This forum is designed to create 
dialogue between Green Industry 
Professionals and Land Management 
Professionals. The meeting 
initiates the sharing of experiences 
and development of working 
relationships that leads to creating 
business opportunities that will help 
improve the state of our ecological 
communities.

Where Ecology Meets Economy!

8:00-8:30am: Registration/Sign In, Networking

8:30-8:45am: Welcome
Andy Holschbach (SEWISC President), Chad Johnson (Johnson’s Nursery),
& Dan Wilson (Forum Moderator)

8:45-9:15am: Wisconsin Pollinator Protection Plan
Elizabeth Meils, Plant Pest & Disease Specialist—Wisconsin DATCP
Mike Murray, Pesticide Program Manager—Wisconsin DATCP
Liz and Mike will give an overview of the Wisconsin Pollinator Protection 
Plan including why the plan was developed, how it was developed 
(stakeholder input) and the impact we hope the plan will have over time.

9:15-10:15am: Pollinators/Green Industry, a Minnesota Perspective
Tim Power, Legislative Affairs Manager—MNLA 
The green industry has been playing defense in Minnesota on the 
pollinators and pesticides issue since the 2014 passage of the nation’s first 
nursery pollinator labeling law.  And yet, the green industry has been and 
should continue to be a resource and an advocate for improving the lot 
of pollinators through more and better pollinator habitat.  Where has the 
nursery industry been on this issue, where are we headed, and what forces 
are impacting our industry as we move forward?

10:15-10:45am: Break, Networking, Visit Sponsor Display Tables

10:45-11:45am: Holistic Design with Pollinators and Beneficial Insects
Andy Stahr, PLA, LEED, AP, Principal—ecology + vision, llc 
Our landscape is a complex environment whose parts are intimately 
interconnected and explicable only by reference to the whole. As such, 
today’s green industry should seek to continue its evolution from 
sustainable practices to a holistic approach. We will introduce the concept 
of Holistic Landscape Design by focusing on how our choices in plant 
selection and land management practices affect pollinators and other 
beneficial insects.

11:50am-12:00pm: “Witness for the Pollination” by Mike Yanny

12:00am-12:50pm: Lunch, Networking, Visit Sponsor Display Tables

12:55-2:10pm: Panel Discussion
Moderator - Dan Wilson, Professor Emeritus—UW-Extension
Panel Members - Mic Armstrong, Mike Marek, Tim Power, Andy Stahr,
and Christa Wollenzein
Panel Discussion Topics or Questions: To be submitted by Attendees on 
the Registration form or in person directly to the panel. Topics include: The 
subjects discussed by the speakers. 35 minutes for each subject. Then 40 
minutes of open discussion for any topic brought up by audience.

2:10-3:30pm: Tours (see page 3) & Networking
Educational tours led by Johnson’s Nursery and SEWISC.

The Program

About the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, Inc. 
Small-scale efforts to control invasive plant and animal populations in southeastern Wisconsin have been employed by dedicated 
individuals and organizations for decades, and in 2007 the Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, Inc. (SEWISC) was 
formed to integrate invasive plant and animal management resources across jurisdictional boundaries to benefit the entire region. 
We are a broad-based coalition that promotes efficient and effective management of invasive species throughout Sheboygan, 
Washington, Ozaukee, Waukesha, Milwaukee, Walworth, Racine, and Kenosha Counties. SEWISC provides the opportunity for 
partners to share and leverage limited resources, raise awareness about invasive species problems, and provide a mechanism for 
collaborative problem-solving on both public and private lands.



Speaker Bios

Mike Marek - Marek Landscaping, LLC
In 1996, Mike founded Marek Landscaping, LLC with a commitment to provide sustainable 
design and installation services using low impact development techniques in Southeastern 
Wisconsin and the Great Lakes region. Mike has over twenty years of experience working as a 
land restoration and landscape designer, and urban forester. Mike’s strength is in uniting the 
vegetative functions of a plan with the structural, hydrologic, soil, nutrient, and maintenance 
needs in a cost effective, resource wise, user sensitive way. Marek Landscaping offers a unique 
integration of landscape architecture and ecological restoration design/build services.

Christa Wollenzein, State Transportation Landscape Architect - WisDOT
Christa has a Masters of Landscape Architecture from the University of Minnesota. At WisDOT 
she works closely with the department’s roadside maintenance policies. Her previous 
professional career includes working in both consulting and private arenas that has included 
large scale planning, small site design, environmental coordination and wetland delineation. 
Professional certifications include: Professional Landscape Architect and Leadership in Energy 
and Environmental Design Accredited Professional. Christa is currently the president of the 
Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin and treasurer of the Wisconsin Chapter of American 
Society of Landscape Architects.

Elizabeth Meils, Plant Pest & Disease Specialist - Wisconsin DATCP
Liz works directly with the DATCP Plant Industry Bureau. She is a Plant Pest & Disease Specialist 
managing the Nursery, Apiary, Biotechnology Regulatory Services and Sod Programs since 
2006. The primary goal of these programs is to screen for and prevent the movement or spread 
of regulated pests and diseases. Liz is also the State Apiarist and has recently worked closely 
with the DATCP Pesticide Program and researchers at UW-Madison to develop Wisconsin’s first 
Pollinator Protection Plan. She has been with the Department in various positions since 2004 
and is a native of Central Wisconsin.

with Mike Murray, Pesticide Program Manager - Wisconsin DATCP
Mike manages DATCP programs for the certification and licensing of pesticide applicators and 
commercial businesses, and licensing of restricted-use pesticide dealers.

Tim Power, Gov’t Affairs Consultant - MN Nursery & Landscape Assn.
Tim worked for the MNLA as a government affairs staffer from 2010 until his June 2016 
retirement. Tim was an industry instigator for the 2015 legislative changes to Minnesota’s 
landmark 2014 Nursery Pollinator Labeling Law. He continues to consult with MNLA on the 
invasive plants and water issues. Tim joined the nursery industry in 1976 and was co-owner of 
Law’s Nursery, a wholesale shade tree grower in Hastings, MN, from 1984 until 2010. Tim served 
on MNLA’s Board of Directors from 1996 until 2010. He has a biology degree from Grinnell 
College and did graduate studies in plant pathology at the University of Minnesota. Tim and 
his wife Bonnie live in Afton, MN and stay active year-round bicycling, cross country skiing and 
keeping up with their German shorthair.

Mic Armstrong, Owner/Landscape Designer - Armstrong Landscaping
With a degree in Agriculture Science, Mic worked on various types of farms. Early in his career, 
he joined the British Trust for Conservation Volunteers which eventually led to two decades 
of nursery management here in the U.S. where Mic enjoys all aspects of plant propagation. 
Land management became a focus of his work as a Wildlife and Invasive Species Technician 
with Colorado State University and as an Earth Team volunteer and USDA Soil Conservation 
Technician. Mic assisted with the development of WI NR-40 Administrative Rule, is a McKay 
Nursery Design Pro and a member of the IPAW Board of Directors.

Andy Stahr, PLA*, LEED, AP**, Principal - ecology + vision, llc
With over a decade of award-winning experience as a design professional in the ecological 
industry, Andy offers a unique perspective to his clients on the successful implementation of 
natural areas into their projects by providing field-tested insight as to what works (both on 
paper and in the field), when it comes to the creation or restoration of aesthetically positive 
natural areas and sustainable landscapes. He holds a Bachelor of Landscape Architecture from 
the University of Illinois. Professional certifications include:  Professional Landscape Architect 
in the states of IL, MO & MI and Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design Accredited 
Professional.



Attend A Tour
After the panel discussion, attendees will will have the opportunity to tour seldom seen areas of

Johnson’s Nursery. Unique tours and demonstrations are hosted by SEWISC and Johnson’s Nursery staff. 
During registration, you will be asked to select three tours. We do our best to fill all requests, however,

each tour can only accommodate about 25 people. Tours are filled on a first come, first served basis.

Demonstration: Seeds & Pollination
From shop to prop, a tour and demonstration of seed harvest, processing, and 

techniques for planting and production of woody plants

Ben French, Propagator with Lynn Klink, Propagator
Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.
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Tour: Landscape Strategies for Pollinators
Pollinator plants are one of the most sought after attributes of landscapes.

See what’s hot and what’s coming down the pipeline

Vanessa Mueller, Contractor Sales
Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.2

Tour: Commercial IPM & Trees for Pollinators
Pollinators and pests are pivotal during the growing, harvest, and holding process. 

Hear about industry-leading practices in IPM and pollinator trees 

Aaron Jambura, Harvest Manager
Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.3

4 Tour: Plant Originals at Johnson’s Nursery 
Tour the grounds and see the various plant species and cultivars that were

introduced and popularized by Johnson’s Nursery & JN Plant Selections

Mike Yanny, Owner
JN Plant Selections, LLC

5 Demonstration: Invasive Plant Control Techniques
Common and effective control strategies for the five functional groups of invasives; 

shrubs, perennial forbs, clonal perennials, grasses, and annuals/biennials

Jim Reinartz, Director
Uiversity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Field Station

About Johnson’s Nursery, Inc.™
A large Wisconsin tree nursery that produces trees, shrubs, evergreens, and perennial plants, serving 
metro-Milwaukee, southeastern Wisconsin, and the Midwest. We grow our stock locally on more than 600 
acres in Menomonee Falls and Jackson and offer it for sale from our holding yards in Menomonee Falls, 
Jackson and Cedarburg, WI. Johnson’s Nursery is a full service provider of landscape plants and products, 
with a large staff of designers, horticulturists, and installation crews. Our clients include municipalities, 
landscape contractors, independent garden centers and private homeowners.

Nature’s Best to You.
Since 1959.
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Where Ecology Meets Economy

A Forum for Green Industry
& Land Management Professionals 

September 21, 2016
8:00am - 3:30pm

at Johnson’s Nursery, Inc. in Menomonee Falls, WI

Directions/GPS available at www.johnsonsnursery.com
The event will be held in an unheated building.

Please dress appropriately.

Registration

Brought to You In Part By:
Bur Oak Sponsors

REGISTER HERE

Online Registration: $60.00

Witchhazel Sponsors

$60.00 until September 11, 2016
$70.00 from September 12-September 19, 2016
On-site registration will be available for $70.00

Coffee Sponsored by:

Season 4

All proceeds go to the
Southeastern Wisconsin Invasive Species Consortium, Inc.

Questions about the event?
Please contact: Jill Hapner

jill.hapner@sewisc.org

Questions about registration?
Please contact: Rob Lucas

rlucas@johnsonsnursery.com

Musclewood Sponsors

Kringle Sponsored by:

http://events.constantcontact.com/register/event?llr=jqa5g8n6&oeidk=a07ecsgjl7x7d3d48fd

